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SILT FENCE FIELD GUIDE
EPSC FIELD GUIDE  |  Installation, placement, joining, and maintenance at a glance.
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INSTALL IT RIGHT KEEP IT WORKING

1. Place below disturbed soil and run along the contour.
2. Trench the fabric at least 6 inches; backfill and compact.
3. Put stakes downhill and attach fabric on the uphill side.
4. Turn ends upslope as J-hooks; wrap joined ends around 

adjacent posts.

5. Inspect regularly and after significant rain events.
6. Repair torn, sagging, or undercut sections promptly.
7. Remove accumulated sediment at one-half the fence height.
8. Use multiple rows on long slopes and reinforce heavy-runoff 

areas as needed.

WHY IT MATTERS  Silt fence slows sheet flow and captures sediment before it leaves the construction site.

DO NOT INSTALL  Never run silt fence up and down a slope, above disturbed soil, or in ditches, channels, or streams.

QUESTIONS?  Matthew Thomas  |  GIS / MS4 / Floodplain Coordinator  |  (859) 986-8528  |  mthomas@bereaky.gov


